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REF: JERUSALEM 1267 AND 1270 

1. DURING COURTESY CALL AUG. 1 1 ON MAYOR OF NABLUS, HE 
SHOWED CONGEN COPY OF PROTEST SENT GOI CONCERNING PLANS 
TO PARTITION IBRAHIMI MOSQUE BETWEEN MOSLEMS AND JEWS. 
DOCUMENT WAS SIGNED BY MAYOR. PRESIDENT OF CHAMBER OF 
COMMERCE AND LABOR LEADERS. MAYORS OF OTHER MAJOR WEST 
BANK TOWNS SENT SIMILAR PROTESTS. 

2. CONSULATE HAS ALSO RECEIVED COPY OF DOCUMENT ISSUED 
BY THE ISLAMIC COUNCIL PROTESTING PLANS TO "TRANSFORM 
MOSQUE INTO SYNAGOGUE" (POCHED NEA/IAI). COUNCIL HAS 
CALLED ON MOSLEMS TO MARK AUGUST 15 AS IBRAHIMI MOSQUE DAY 
AND WE HEAR RUMORS THAT MASS ATTENDANCE AT FRIDAY PRAYERS 
AND SIT IN AT MOSQUE IS PLANNED. GOI HAS REPORTEDLY 
STEPPED UP SECURITY MEASURES TO COPE WITH ANY TROUBLE. 
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3. COMMENT: SO-CALLED TOMB OF THE PATRIARCHS IS TAILOR 
MADE FOR JUSTTHIS KIND OF TROUBLE. CAVE OF MACHPELAH 
IS TRADITIONAL BURIAL SITE OF ABRAHAM, ISAAC, JACOB 
AND THEIR WIVES. HEROD BUILT FORTRESS OVER CAVE AND 
TRADITION HOLDS ST. HELENA LOCATED, AMONG OTHER 
PLACES, GRAVES OF PATRIARCHS AND CAUSED BYZANTINE CHURCH 
TO BE BUILT. LARGEST CHAMBER OF MOSQUE IS FORMER 
CRUSADER CHURCH BUILT ABOUT 1115. TOWARD THE END OF 

THE 12TH CENTURY THE WHOLE STRUCTURE BECAME A MOSQUE 
AFTER SALADIN'S CONQUEST. ENTRANCE TO THE CAVE UNDERNEATH 
MOSQUE IS FORBIDDEN AND WORSHIPPERS HAVE PRAYED IN ROOMS 
CONTAINING CENOTAPHS OF PROPHETS AND THEIR WIVES. LARGE 
EX-CRUSADER CHAMBER CONTAINS CENTAPHS OF ISAAC AND 
REBECCA. THIS IS AREA NOW RESERVED FOR MOSLEM PRAYERS. 

WHILE WE HAVE SO FAR OBSERVED NO PHYSICAL PARTITION, ONE 
POSSIBLE ARRANGEMENT FOR SEPARATING MOSLEM AND JEWISH PRAYER 
AREAS WOULD BE TO CLOSE DOOR BETWEEN THIS CHAMBER AND ROOM 
CONTAINING CENOTAPHS OF ABRAHAM AND SARAH, WHICH IN TURN 
IS CONNECTED BY COURTYARD TO ROOM CONTAINING CENOTAPHS OF 
JACOB AND LEAH. THESE LATTER TWO ROOMS ARE THOSE NOW 
RESERVED FOR JEWISH PRAYERS. WHAT IS UNCLEAR IS WHETHER 
SUCH ARRANGEMENTS MIGHT BE APPLIED ONLY DURING 
PRAYER PERIODS AND WHETHER LARGE TOURIST GROUPS WILL CONTINUE 
TO BE ALLOWED VISIT ALL AREAS OF PRESENT MOSQUE. 

4. ABOVE ARRANGEMENTS WOULD GIVE MOSLEMS GREATER TOTAL AREA 
FOR THEIR USE THAN JEWS WOULD HAVE BUT COULD EXCLUDE MOSLEMS 
FROM CENOTAPHS OF ABRAHAM AND JACOB AND THEIR WIVES. 

MOSLEMS ALSO EXERCISED OVER REPORTED PLANS OF JEWS TO 

BLOW SHOFAR IN AREA RESERVED FORM THEM THEREBY DISTURBING 
MOSLEM WORSHIPPERS. 

5. GIVEN FACT THIS SITE IS SACRED TO BOTH JEWS AND MOSLEMS. 
PHYSICAL PARTITION WITH SEPARATE ENTRANCES MIGHT IN LONG 
RUN BE BETTER ARRANGEMENT THAN PRESENT PROVISIONS FOR JOINT 
USE. PROBLEM IS THAT PALESTINIANS WILL SEE THIS AS FURTHER 
EVIDENCE ISRAEL HAS NO INTENTION OF EVER WITHDRAWING 
FROM WEST BANK AND, ON CONTRARY, INTENDS PROGRESSIVELY 
JUDAIZE "ADMINISTERED" AREAS. ONE EAST JERUSALEM NOTABLE 
HAS COMPARED REPORTED GOI PLANS FOR JOINT USE OF MOSQUE 
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